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AMES  the  Seventh,  upon  his  accession, 
was  addressed  by  the  Scotish  parliament, 
with  expressions  of  the  most  servile  adu¬ 
lation,  and  with  promises  of  perpetual  attachment 
to  his  person,  and  absolute  submission  to  his  will. 
They  acknowledged,  in  an  act,  “That  the  blessings 
the  nation  then  enjoyed  were  owing  to  the  solid 
and  absolute  authority  with  which  their  Kings 
were  invested.  ”  They  expressed  their  abhorrence 
of  all  principles  which  are  contrary  or  derogatory 
to  the  “  King’s  sacred,  supreme,  absolute  power 
and  authority  ;  ”  and  they  promised  to  give  entire 
obedience  to  the  King,  “without  reserve.”  They 
gave  him  convincing  proofs  of  the  sincerity  of  these 
professions,  by  extending  the  laws  of  treason,  and 
obliging  all  the  men  in  the  nation,  above  sixteen 
years  of  age,  to  be  in  “  readiness  to  attend  the 
King  in  arms,  where  and  as  oft  as  he  should  re¬ 
quire.” 

But  the  measures  of  the  new  reign  were  not 
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calculated  to  continue  the  popularity  with  which 
it  began.  James  composed  a  new  ministry, 
consisting  almost  entirely  of  Papists  and  Non¬ 
conformists.  He  gave  new  commissions  to  all 
those  who  were  in  public  stations,  without  re¬ 
quiring  their  compliance  with  the  tests.  He 
dispensed  with  the  execution  of  the  penal  laws  ; 
and  advanced  Roman  Catholics  to  many  places 
of  honour  and  emolument  in  the  kingdom. 

These  measures,  and  the  unpopular  character 
of  secretary  Melfort  and  others,  lessened  greatly 
the  affection  of  the  people  for  James  and  his 
government.  Yet  he  had  still  many  friends 
among  the  Scots  when  the  prince  of  Orange 
landed  in  England.  He  was  invited  by  them, 
after  he  retired  to  France,  to  return  and  join  them. 
James,  however,  thought  it  more  for  his  interest 
to  go  to  Ireland ;  and  he  contented  himself  with 
writing  a  letter  to  the  convention,  which  the 
prince  of  Orange  had  summoned  to  assemble,  at 
Edinburgh,  in  the  month  of  March.  His  letter 
was  dated,  after  he  had  embarked,  on  board  the 
St.  Michael,  the  1st  of  March,  1689.  From 
Ireland,  he  sent  them  the  proclamation  referred 
to  in  the  journal  he  sent  to  France  by  lord  Dover. 
In  the  mean  time,  his  friends  in  Scotland,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  viscount  Dundee,  were  diligent  in 
increasing  the  number  of  his  adherents. 

Dundee,  who  had  refused  to  enter  into  the 
service  of  King  William,  came  to  the  convention 
of  estates,  which  had  assembled,  at  Edinburgh,  on 
the  fourteenth  of  March  ;  but,  finding  he  wras 
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deserted  by  some  who  pretended  at  first  to  adhere 
to  the  cause  of  his  master,  and  apprehending 
there  was  a  design  to  assassinate  him,  he  retired, 
at  the  head  of  a  troop  of  fifty  horsemen,  who  had 
deserted  to  him  from  his  own  regiment,  then  in 
England ;  and  having  reconciled  some  of  the 
Highland  clans,  who  had  been  quarrelling  among 
themselves,  he  began  hostilities,  without  waiting 
either  for  a  commission  or  the  succours  which 
James  had  promised  to  send  him  from  Ireland. 

Among  Mr.  Nairne’s  papers,  there  is  a  copy  of 
an  account  of  his  military  operations,  which  was 
sent  to  Ireland.  It  is  called  on  the  back  : 

“  News  from  Scotland  with  Mr .  Hay . 
Received  July  7  th,  1689.”  1 

“  T)  Y  the  last  information,  sent  by  Mr.  M;Swine, 

J d)  account  was  given  how  the  viscount  Dundee 
parted  from  Edinburgh  ;  how  he  stayed  at  his  own 
house  for  above  a  fortnight  after,  guarded  by  a 
party  of  50  horse  ;  and  how,  after  a  party  of  the 
Scotch  dragoons  came  over  to  Dundee,  with  a 
party  of  Mackay’s  foot,  he  marched  towards 
Inverness,  encouraging  all  persons  to  stand  out, 
letting  them  see,  by  his  example,  there  was  no 
danger  in  it.  The  account  was  also  given,  how  he 
went  through  Murray,  and  was  come  back  to 
Castle  Gordon,  when  M ‘Swine  was  dispatched. 
After  which,  he  marched  to  the  Cairn  of  Mounth, 
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designing  to  go  near  Dundee,  encouraged  by  the 
promises  the  Scotch  dragoons  had  sent  him,  that 
they  would  declare  for  the  King  ;  but,  by  the  way, 
having  intercepted  a  messenger  of  the  master  of 
Forbes,  returning  from  Edinburgh,  found,  by 
Mackay’s  letters,  that  he  was  to  be  at  Dundee 
that  night,  with  200  foot  and  a  regiment  of  Eng¬ 
lish  horse  ;  and  they,  with  the  dragoons  and  the 
foot  that  came  there  before,  were  to  pursue  him 
wherever  he  went.  The  lord  viscount  waited  at 
the  cairn  of  Mounth,  till  M‘Kay  was  within  eight 
miles,  and  then  marched  back  towards  Castle- 
Gordon,  (where  the  earl  of  Dunfermling,  with  40 
or  50  gentlemen,  joined  him)  and  from  thence 
through  Murray  to  Inverness,  where  he  found  the 
laird  of  Keppoch  at  the  head  of  700  men ;  the 
most  part  volunteers.  They  plundered  McIntosh’s 
lands  and  the  neighbourhood  ;  which  MTntosh, 
in  a  manner,  deserved,  because  the  viscount  had 
written  twice  to  him,  to  declare  for  the  King,  and 
had  got  no  return.  The  laird  of  Kilravock,  with 
300  men,  was  on  one  side  of  Keppoch,  and  the 
town  of  Inverness  in  arms  on  the  other.  The 
viscount  sent  to  Kilravock  to  know  his  design. 
He  professed  loyalty,  and  so  was  allowed  to  guard 
his  country.  The  magistrates  of  Inverness  came 
and  informed  him,  that  Keppoch  had  forced  them 
to  promise  him  4000  marks.  My  lord  Dundee 
told  them,  that  Keppoch  had  no  warrant  from  him 
to  be  in  arms,  much  less  to  plunder  ;  but  that 
necessity  had  forced  him  out,  and  told  he  would 
give  his  bond  that,  at  the  King’s  return,  (since 
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they  had  not  yet  declared  the  prince  of  Orange 
King)  they  should  have  their  money  repaid  them. 
After  which,  he  desired  Keppoch  to  march  his 
men  with  him,  and  he  would  go  and  engage  M‘Kay. 
But  the  men,  partly  the  Camerons,  said  they  could 
not,  without  consent  of  their  master  ;  but  the  truth 
was,  they  were  loaded  with  spoil,  and  neither  they 
nor  their  leader  had  any  thing  else  in  head ;  so 
they  went  home  plundering  on  the  way. 

The  viscount  marched  to  Glengairie,  and  so  into 
Badenoch,  where,  considering  the  season  was  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  the  8th  of  May,  and  the  grass 
begun  to  appear,  and  having  found  the  disposition 
of  the  low  countries  for  the  King,  and  received 
letters  from  most  of  the  chiefs  of  clans  of  their 
readiness,  and  being  informed  of  the  substance  of 
brevettes,  letters,  and  commissions,  and  finding 
that  M‘  Kay  was  endeavouring  to  raise  Highlanders 
and  others  for  to  ruin  and  suppress  the  King’s 
faithful  subjects,  before  the  estate  of  his  affairs  in 
Ireland  would  allow  him  to  come  to  their  relief, 
the  said  viscount  resolved  to  appoint  a  general 
rendezvous,  which  accordingly  he  did,  to  be,  the 
1 8th  of  May,  in  Lochaber,  and  acquainted  all 
chiefs  of  clans;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  M‘Kay 
being  at  Inverness,  he  took  occasion  to  slip  down 
through  Athol,  to  St.  Johnston,  where  he  surprised 
the  laird  of  Blair,  seized  him,  his  lieutenant  Pogue 
of  that  ilk,  trumpet,  standard,  and  all  the  troopers 
that  were  in  the  town,  with  two  lieutenants  of 
M ‘Kay’s,  and  two  or  three  officers  of  the  new 
levies  ;  most  of  which  are  sent  to  an  island  of  the 
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M‘Lean’s,  which  is  said  to  be  like  the  Bass.  After 
which,  he  went  to  Dundee,  thinking  to  gain  the 
two  troops  of  Scotch  dragoons  :  but  could  not 
prevail,  because  of  captain  Balfour,  who  com¬ 
manded  them  ;  yet  he  forced  them  to  leave  Dun¬ 
dee,  but  could  do  no  more,  because  the  town  was 
in  rebellion,  and  the  streets  barricadoed.  He 
caused  seize  the  drums  and  baggage  of  the  laird  of 
Drum,  and  others  of  the  earl  of  Mar’s  officers,  and 
chased  the  lieutenant  colonel,  and  might  have 
seised  whole  companies,  but  was  not  at  the  pains  ; 
yet  frightened  and  scattered  them  so,  that  they 
have  not  been  heard  of  since.  After  which,  hav¬ 
ing  seised  300/.  of  cess  and  excise,  the  lord  viscount 
took  his  march  through  Athol  and  Rannoch,  up  to 
Lochaber,  to  keep  the  dyet  of  the  rendezvous. 
Glengairie  kept  the  day  punctually,  with  betwixt  2 
and  300  men  (who,  on  all  occasions,  shews  him¬ 
self  a  man  of  honour,  sense,  and  integrity.)  Next 
came  a  very  honest  gentleman,  the  laird  of  Morer, 
commanding  all  the  captain  of  Clan  Rannald’s 
men,  on  the  main  land  near  200.  Next  came 
Appin  and  Glenco,  towards  200.  Sir  Donald 
M ‘Donald  was  expected,  but  was  not  ready. 
M‘Lean  gave  account,  that  he  was  just  coming  ; 
and,  after  having  made  the  viscount  stay  six  days, 
Sir  Alexander  M‘Lean,  hearing  his  friends  were 
in  difficulties,  sailed  away  to  Kintyr,  with  his  men 
and  an  hundred  of  M ‘Lean’s  :  at  the  same  time 
M‘Lean  fell  sick.  Lochiel  came,  with  600  men ; 
Keppoch,  with  200  ;  with  which  the  viscount 
marched  into  Badenoch,  in  haste,  hearing  that 
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colonel  Ramsay  was  coming  that  way,  with  700 
foot,  to  join  M‘Kay  at  Inverness  ;  and,  accord¬ 
ingly,  Ramsay  having  marched  from  Edinburgh 
to  St.  Johnston,  and  near  40  miles  up  towards 
Ruthven  in  Badenoch  ;  but  upon  different  news  of 
my  lord  Dundee’s  coming,  went  back  and  fore  in 
the  hill  a  whole  night.  In  the  end,  he  went  back 
in  great  confusion  to  St.  Johnston.  Several  of  his 
men  deserted.  The  Athol  men  got  together  ;  and, 
by  the  prudence  of  the  gentry,  with  great  difficulty, 
were  hindered  from  falling  on  them.  Ramsay 
posted  to  Edinburgh,  and  got  commission  of  fire 
and  sword  against  Athol.  About  this  time,  ac¬ 
count  was  brought  to  Dundee,  that  M‘Kay  was 
within  four  miles  of  him,  with  great  numbers  of 
Highlanders,  Grant’s  men,  MTntosh’s,  Balnagown’s, 
Rae’s,  Strathnaver’s,  and  Monroe’s,  beside  the 
standing  troops.  On  which,  he  caused  draw  out 
all  the  men,  and  bid  them  be  gaining  towards  a 
very  strong  ground,  and  sent  out  a  party  imme¬ 
diately  to  view  the  enemy,  following  it  himself ; 
having  left  orders  with  Lochiel,  that  the  body 
should  not  go  above  half  a  mile  back.  However, 
when  he  returned,  he  understood  that  M‘Kay  had 
almost  no  Highlanders,  and  was  not  there  to  fight, 
but  to  meet  Ramsay.  He  found  that  all  the 
troops  had  marched  four  miles  back.  However, 
he  made  all  haste  to  march  to  engage  M‘Kay  : 
but,  before  he  could  come  to  the  place,  M‘Kay 
was  so  far  gone,  that  he  could  not  be  overtaken  ; 
and  being  informed  there,  that  Sir  Donald  and 
M‘Lean  were  yet  to  join,  thought  fit  to  wait  ;  and, 
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in  the  mean  time,  blockt  up  the  castle  of  Ruthven, 
where  M‘Kay  had  put  50  of  Grant’s  men  in  garri¬ 
son.  After  some  days,  the  castle,  wanting  pro¬ 
visions,  surrendered  ;  which  being  burnt,  and  lost 
hopes  of  M’Lean,  and  fear  of  Ramsay,  my  lord 
resolved  to  engage  M‘Kay.  But,  so  soon  as  he 
heard  of  the  march  towards  him,  he  dislodged  in 
the  night.  The  viscount  pursued  him  four  days ; 
and,  by  an  unexpected  way,  came  in  sight  of  him, 
an  hour  before  the  sunset,  and  pursued  them  so 
close,  that  parties  of  the  Highlanders  were  within 
shot  of  the  rear-guard,  close  to  the  main  body,  and 
dark  night  came  on  ;  save  which,  nothing  could 
have  saved  them,  in  all  human  probability.  The 
ground  was  dangerous,  and  the  march  had  been 
long  ;  so  that  the  viscount  thought  not  fit  to  follow 
further,  being  within  three  miles  of  Strathbogy,  a 
plain  country,  where  the  horse  and  dragoons  had 
too  much  advantage  of  the  Highlanders.  The 
next  morning,  hearing  M‘Kay  had  marched  10 
miles  before  he  halted,  the  viscount  lay  still  all 
that  day  ;  but,  being  after  informed,  that  Sir  James 
Lesly,  with  his  regiment  of  foot  and  another  regi¬ 
ment  of  dragoons,  had  joined  M‘Kay,  and  the 
officers  of  the  Scotch  dragoons  having  sent  to 
acquaint  the  viscount,  that  there  was  very  bad 
news  come  of  the  duke  of  Berwick’s  being  prisoner, 
and  of  a  party’s  being  beat  back,  that  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  land  in  Scotland,  and  that  they  were  so 
surrounded  with  English  horse  and  dragoons,  that, 
if  there  was  any  engagement,  they  could  not  shun 
to  fight ;  and,  therefore,  begged,  that  he  would  go 
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out  of  the  way,  for  a  time,  till  better  news  should 
come.  On  all  which,  the  viscount  thought  fit  to 
return  to  Badenoch.  Most  of  my  lord  Dumferm- 
ling’s  people,  save  himself  (who  continued  still 
very  fixt)  and  the  duke  of  Gordon’s  horsemen, 
being  wearied  and  near  their  own  houses,  went 
home,  without  leave;  the  Highlanders  thinking 
themselves  masters,  grew  very  disorderly,  and 
plundered,  without  distinction,  wherever  they  came. 
The  viscount  fell  sick,  which  gave  boldness  to  the 
disorderly  and  disheartened  others.  The  first  day 
he  marched  back,  he  made  a  long  march.  M‘Kay 
sent  a  party  of  horse,  who  seized  some  of  the  duke 
of  Gordon’s  gentlemen  that  went  off,  and  some  of 
the  plundering  stragglers  ;  but  never  came  in  sight 
of  the  rear  guard.  The  next  two  days,  the  viscount 
did  not  march  six  miles  in  all  ;  and  M ‘Kay’s  foot 
came  not  within  ten  miles  of  his  :  but,  in  the 
evening  of  the  last  day,  he  sent  up  a  party  of  200 
horse  and  dragoons,  who,  led  on  by  Grant,  were 
brought  upon  a  party  of  the  M ‘Leans,  scattered  a 
mile  asunder,  seeking  meal.  The  horse  came  up 
upon  them  at  the  full  gallop,  having  got  some 
advertisement.  About  one  hundred  of  them  got 
together ;  and  finding  themselves  on  a  plain,  they 
run  near  half  a  mile,  till  they  gained  the  foot  of  a 
hill,  where  they  stood  and  fired  upon  the  enemy, 
who,  in  the  disorder,  having  killed  two  or  three, 
and  seized  their  baggage,  thought  they  had  no¬ 
thing  to  do  but  knock  them  all  down  ;  so  got  above 
them  and  surrounded  them,  which  the  M ‘Leans 
perceiving,  threw  by  their  guns,  drew  their  swords, 
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attacked  the  enemy  boldly,  killed  the  English 
officers  that  commanded,  and  eleven  more,  wounded 
many,  and  forced  the  rest  to  retire.  Night  being 
then  come,  the  scattered  M ‘Leans  joined  the  rest. 
My  lord  Dundee,  marching  towards  them,  the 
next  morning  early,  met  Lochbuy  and  all  his  party, 
who  had  not  lost  above  four  of  his  men,  and  the 
baggage,  and  two  old  men  and  boys,  who  were 
with  it.  Then  the  lord  Dundee  marched  to  Ruth- 
ven  in  Badenoch,  where  he  learned,  that  Ramsay 
had  come  back,  with  1100  foot  and  100  horse,  had 
passed  to  Inverness  ;  that  my  lord  Murray  had 
come  up  to  Athol,  had  brought  these  men  together, 
and  saw  Ramsay  safe  through.  The  next  day, 
the  viscount  was  further  informed,  that  Ramsay 
and  M‘Kay  were  joined  and  marching  towards 
him,  and  that  there  was  come  to  St.  Johnstone  my 
lord  Angus’s  regiment  and  other  new  troops,  and 
to  Dumblain  more  of  that  kind,  was  resolved  to  go 
to  Rannoch,  and  strong  ground  near  the  low  coun¬ 
tries  ;  but  finding  that  the  Lochaber  men  were 
going  away  every  night  by  fortys  and  fiftys,  with 
droves  of  cattle,  and  finding  all  the  rest  loaden 
with  plunder  of  Grant’s  lands,  and  others  would 
needs  go  home,  gave  way  to  it,  and  came  into 
Lochaber  with  them,  dispersed  them  all  to  their 
respective  homes,  with  orders  to  be  ready  within  a 
few  days,  if  the  enemy  pursued.  If  not,  to  lay 
still  till  further  orders  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
send  advertisement  to  M‘Lean,  Sir  Donald,  the 
captain  of  Clan  Rannald,  and  M‘Leod,  to  make 
ready  against  the  rendezvous,  who  had  not  yet 
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come  forth.  It’s  believed  M  ‘Kay  was  very  glad 
of  the  occasion,  his  horse  being  extremely  wearied, 
and  so  retired  to  Inverness,  where,  on  suspicion 
of  correspondence,  he  seized  eight  officers  of  the 
Scotch  dragoons  and  sent  them  prisoners  to  Edin¬ 
burgh,  with  a  guard  of  300  English  horse.  The 
rest  of  the  horse  and  dragoons  are  quartered  in  the 
adjacent  places  for  conveniency  of  grass.  Ramsay, 
with  700  foot,  is  sent  to  Elgin,  who  summoned 
Gordon  castle  to  surrender ;  upon  which  Mr. 
Dumbar,  and  those  that  were  with  him,  immedi¬ 
ately  deserted  the  place.  There  were  several 
hundred  bolls  of  meal  there,  as  well  as  at  Strath- 
bogie.  M‘Kay,  in  the  mean  time,  is  causing  seize 
all  the  meal  in  the  low  countries,  and  gives  it  to 
the  soldiers  landladies,  instead  of  ready  money  : 
for  it  is  believed,  they  have  not  great  abundance 
of  it.  My  lord  Dundee  hath  continued  in  Locha- 
ber,  guarded  only  by  200,  commanded  by  Sir 
Alexander  M‘Lean  ;  but  being  in  the  heart  of 
Glengairy  and  Lochiel’s  lands,  he  thinks  himself 
secure  enough,  tho’  he  had  not,  as  he  has,  the 
Captain  of  Clan  Rannald  with  600  men  within  ten 
miles  of  him,  and  M‘Lean,  Sir  Donald,  and 
M‘Leod,  marching  towards  him  ;  so  that  he  can 
march  with  near  4000,  or  refresh  in  safety  till  such 
time  as  the  state  of  the  affairs  of  Ireland  may  allow 
the  King  to  send  forces  to  his  relief ;  which,  if  it 
please  God  shall  fall  out,  there  is  all  appearance  of 
forming  a  considerable  army.  Notwithstanding 
that,  the  people  are  a  little  disheartened,  by  the 
unexpected  surrender  of  the  castle  of  Edinburgh, 
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which  is  said  was  only  by  despair  the  duke  had  of 
any  relief,  tho’  he  wanted  not  from  my  lord  Dun¬ 
dee,  by  a  third  hand,  all  the  encouragement  he 
could  give. 


There  is  another  account  of  military  operations 
in  Scotland,  from  the  21st  of  May  to  the  4th  of 
June.  It  was  sent  by  Mr.  Hay  to  Ireland,  at  the 
same  time  with  the  preceding ;  for  it  is  marked 
on  the  back : 


“  Relation  of  what  past  in  Scotland,  in  the 
Highlands ,  with  fbyl  Mr.  Hay ,  received 
July  7th,  1689.”  1 


It  contains  ah  account  of  Sir  Alexander  M ‘Lean’s 
expedition  to  Kintyre,  and  of  his  return  to  join 
lord  Dundee  at  Lochaber,  with  some  other 
intelligence. 


Mull,  June  2d,  1689. 

UPON  Tuesday,  the  21st  of  May,  Sir  Alex¬ 
ander  M£Lean  embarqued  for  the  relief  of 
the  King’s  party  in  Kintyre.  At  his  landing  in 
the  island  of  Giga,  where  he  found  Mr.  Neil  of 
Clachalie,  his  lieutenant  colonel,  with  two  com¬ 
panies  of  men,  who  gave  account,  that,  two  days 
before,  Lurip  and  he  had  endeavoured  to  stop  the 
low  country  forces  from  entering  Kintyre ;  they 
had  engaged  near  Clachan  Killcalmanell,  and  after 
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facing  others  for  two  or  three  hours,  and  some 
party’s  firing,  Clachalie  finding  the  rebels  still 
encreasing  to  more  than  four  times  his  number,  he 
very  handsomely  drew  off  his  men,  and  came  safe 
to  Giga.  Lurip  took  ship  for  Ireland,  without 
acquainting  any  with  his  design ;  and  Lergie  left 
the  castle  of  Skipnidge,  and  went  for  Arran.  In 
this  action  Clachalie  lost  one  man,  and  the  rebels 
seven.  In  this  condition  Sir  Alexander  found 
these  gentlemen,  at  his  landing  in  Giga,  and  im¬ 
mediately  ordered  boats  to  be  prepared  for  securing 
Lergie’s  safe  retreat  to  him,  and  sent  him  orders 
to  come  to  the  coast  side  of  Kintyre,  where  he 
should  meet  him  ;  all  which  was  performed  before 
Friday  night,  the  27th.  Upon  Saturday  blew  a 
great  storm,  so  that  they  could  not  come  to  Giga, 
which  they  designed,  to  come  in  all  haste  to  his 
Majesty’s  army  at  Lochaber.  Lergie  gave  an 
account,  the  rebels  were  1500,  preparing  boats  to 
invade  Giga.  Upon  Sunday  morning  early,  the 
wind  continuing  to  blow  in  the  same1  art,  Sir 
Alexander  perceives  two  men  of  war,  one  frigate, 
and  three  or  four  long-boats,  making  from  Ua 
towards  them,  and  some  boats  coming  off  from 
Kintyre  to  meet  them.  Upon  which,  he  and  the 
other  gentlemen  disposed  their  boats  equally  in 
two  several  places,  and  encouraged  their  men  to  a 
brave  resistance,  this  being  their  first  action.  The 
two  men  of  war  did  anchor  close  within  musket 
shot  of  both  harbours,  and'  haTd  a  full  view  of  the 
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small  boats  ;  the  frigate  continued  still  under  sail, 
from  place  to  place,  with  a  great  long-boat,  and 
offered  several  times  to  land  ;  but  were  always 
beat  off.  Thus  they  continued,  firing  incessantly, 
from  eight  in  the  morning  till  eight  at  night ; 
about  which  time,  the  wind  decreasing,  Sir  Alex¬ 
ander  began  to  carry  away  his  boats  to  other 
places,  and  two  contrary  ways,  the  better  to  de¬ 
lude  the  rebels,  and  give  them  the  more  to  do, 
which  was  effected  with  so  much  courage  of  the 
soldiers,  that  they  carried  away  their  boats,  through 
showers  of  cannon  and  muskets,  to  the  other  end 
of  the  island,  where  they  embarqued  all  their  men, 
and  came  to  Argyle  next  morning.  In  the  action, 
the  King’s  party  lost  one  boat,  and  two  sunk  with 
cannon-shot,  and  one  man  only  wounded.  The 
rebels  lost  13  of  their  men,  above  400  cannon- 
shot,  and  their  whole  plot  miscarried. 

Upon  Monday,  Sir  Alexander  having  intelli¬ 
gence,  that  there  was  a  rendezvous  of  the  rebels 
at  Kill-Michal  of  Invereny,  within  five  miles  of 
Glasrie,  he  immediately  makes  towards  them,  for 
it  was  not  much  out  of  his  way ;  but,  upon  ap¬ 
proach,  they  all  fled.  Sir  Alexander,  with  Elchille, 
encamped  there  that  night,  and  suffered  the  soldiers 
to  take  nothing  but  meat  next  morning.  He  con¬ 
tinued,  with  as  much  expedition  as  possible,  to 
come  up  to  my  lord  Dundee  ;  and  landed  just  now 
here,  with  the  other  gentlemen  in  the  boats,  and 
brought  all  his  men  safe  to  this  place. 

The  soldiers  are  hearty  and  eager  to  see  my 
lord  Dundee,  and  suffer  hunger  and  want  of  sleep, 
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with  great  patience,  to  come  up,  and  are  in 
hopes  to  be  transported  to  Morven,  to-morrow  or 
Sunday. 

Badinoch,  the  4th  June. — -Just  now  arrived  here 
Sir  Alexander  M'Lean,  with  Mr.  Neal  of  Calchalie, 
and  the  laird  of  Lergie,  where  they  met  his 
excellency  my  lord  Dundee,  on  his  way  to 
Lochaber ;  who,  thereupon,  dismissed  the  rest  of 
his  army  to  be  refreshed  at  home,  keeping  only 
with  himself  Sir  Alexander’s  party  and  a  few 
horse,  until  news  from  his  Majesty  and  the  next 
rendezvous.  Three  days  ago,  a  party  of  major 
general  M ‘Kay’s  horse  and  dragoons,  with  six 
score  horse,  fell  upon  a  party  of  M ‘Lean’s  men, 
commanded  by  Lochbuy,  who  was  upon  a  party, 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  army.  The  M‘Leans 
took  themselves  to  a  hill,  and  lost  their  baggage 
in  the  retreat,  whereupon  they  took  their  ground 
and  fell  in  pell-mell  with  the  rebels,  sword  in 
hand,  and  broke  them,  chasing  them  for  a  good 
way.  In  this  notable  action,  the  rebels  lost  their 
chief  officers,  who  were  killed  upon  the  place,  viz. 
the  captain,  who  was  an  Englishman  of  consider¬ 
able  note,  and  much  regretted  by  the  rebels.  His 
name  we  have  not  known  as  yet.  Himself  with 
a  lieutenant  and  15  others  were  left  dead  upon 
the  place  ;  and  the  M ‘Leans  carried  the  horse  and 
arms,  &c.  to  the  camp.  Lochbuy  lost  five  of  his 
men. 

Lochaber,  June  23d. — Yesternight  arrived  atthe 
camp,  Mr.  Hay,  from  Ireland,  with  express  from 
his  Majesty,  which  gave  great  joy  to  his  Majesty’s 
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army  here.  We  have  also  accounts  from  several 
places,  that  his  Majesty’s  fleet  have  secured  their 
coasts  and  have  taken,  or  sunk,  or  chased  all  the 
rebel’s  ships  from  hence.  My  lord  Dundee  is  now 
drawing  his  forces  together  again,  and  resolves  to 
march  from  this  in  a  few  days. 

r 

The  Viscount  Dundee  to  the  Earl  of  M elf  or t} 

<(  My  Lor(j  Moy,  in  Lochaber,  June  27th,  1689. 

“  T  Was  not  a  little  surprized  to  find,  by  yours, 
X  that  my  name  has  been  made  use  of,  for 
carrying  on  designs  against  you.  Mr.  Carleton  is 
extremely  in  the  wrong,  if  he  says  I  gave  him  any 
commission  to  the  King,  or  warrant  to  say  any 
thing  to  him,  in  my  name.  Earl  Bredalbin  sent 
him  to  me,  with  a  credential,  which  he  desired  me 
to  burn  so  soon  as  I  had  read  it.  I  had  never 
seen  the  man  in  the  face  before,  nor  heard  of  him. 
He  was  not  two  hours  in  my  company  ;  and, 
when  he  gave  me  account  of  his  pretended  business 
to  Ireland,  I  disliked  most  of.it,  as  I  signified  to 
you,  by  M‘Swyne  ;  nor  did  I  give  him  so  much  as 
a  line  with  him,  that  I  remember.  I  leave  you  to 
judge,  if  it  be  probable,  that  I  would  intrust 
myself  so  far  to  any  in  such  circumstances,  as  to 
employ  him  in  so  nice  and  dangerous  a  point  as 
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that  is,  of  accusing  so  great  a  man,  and  so  much 
my  friend  as  you  are,  to  the  King.  If  I  had  any 
such  design,  I  would  rather  have  trusted  myself  to 
the  King,  and  written  frankly  to  himself.  I  will 
assure  you,  all  my  endeavours  to  lay  you  aside  were 
only  to  yourself.  I  thought  myself  bound  in  duty 
to  the  King  and  friendship  to  you,  not  to  dissemble 
to  you  the  circumstances  you  stand  in  with  the 
generality  of  this  country  and  many  in  the  neigh¬ 
bouring.  Your  merit  and  rising  fortune  has 
raised  envy  ;  your  favour  with  the  King  is  crime 
enough  with  his  enemies,  and  I  am  feared,  even 
with  his  ambitious  friends,  which  I  am  sure  can 
never  be  imagined  to  be  one  with  me  :  for  I  can 
never  have  any  pretensions  in  your  way.  Besides, 
you  have  contributed  to  all  the  considerable  steps 
of  my  fortune  ;  but  I  must  tell  you,  that  besides 
these  generals,  there  are  many  pretend  to  have 
received  disobligations  from  you  and  others,  no 
doubt,  with  design  on  your  employment  ;  yet  the 
most  universal  pretext  is,  the  great  band  you  had 
in  carrying  on  matters  of  religion,  as  they  say,  to 
the  ruin  of  the  King  and  country.  I  must  tell  you, 
I  heard  a  great  resentment  against  you,  for  advising 
the  giving  the  bulls  for  the  bishops,  and  I  am 
feared  they  themselves  believe  it.  You  know 
what  the  church  of  England  is  in  England  ;  and, 
both  there  and  here,  they  generally  say,  that  the 
King  of  himself  is  not  disposed  to  push  matters  of 
religion,  or  force  people  to  do  things  they  scrupled 
in  conscience  ;  but  that  you,  to  gain  favour  with 
these  of  that  religion,  had  proved  and  prevailed 
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with  him,  contrary  to  his  inclination  to  do  what 
he  did,  which  has  given  his  enemies  occasion  to 
destroy  him  and  the  monarchy.  This  being,  as  I 
assure  you  it  is,  however  unjust,  the  general 
opinion  of  these  nations,  I  thought,  in  prudence, 
for  your  own  sake  as  well  as  the  King’s,  you 
would  have  thought  it  best  to  seem  to  be  out  of 
business  for  a  time  ;  that  the  King’s  business  might 
go  the  smoother,  and  all  pretext  be  taken  away 
for  rebellion  ;  and  this  only,  in  case  the  King  find 
difficulties  in  his  affairs  :  for  I  am  obliged  to  tell 
you,  that,  if  the  people  take  umbrage  as  to  their 
religion,  it  will  be,  notwithstanding  of  all  the 
foreign  aid,  a  long  war.  But  I  think  you  may 
come  over  ;  and,  when  you  have  seen  the  state  of 
affairs  on  the  place,  and  spoke  with  every  body, 
you  may  think  what  will  be  best  for  you  to  do. 
You  desire  me  to  recommend  a  proper  man  to  be 
secretary.  You  know  it  is  hard  to  do.  But,  if 
you  really  resolve  not  to  seem  to  meddle,  I  would, 
were  I  you,  advise  the  King  to  employ  one,  to  be 
turned  out  when  things  altered,  would  not  much 
disoblige,  or  could  have  no  consequence.  But 
I  think  I  have  said  enough,  if  not  too  much  of 
this. 

My  lord,  I  have  given  the  King,  in  general, 
account  of  things  here  ;  but  to  you  I  will  be  more 
particular.  As  to  myself,  I  have  sent  you  it  at 
large.  You  may  by  it  understand  a  little  of  the 
state  of  the  country.  You  will  see  there,  when  I 
had  a  seen  advantage,  I  endeavoured  to  profit  on 
it ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  shunned  to  hazard  any 


THE  AFFAIRS  OF  SCOTLAND  IN  1689.  21 


thing,  for  fear  of  a  ruffle  :  for  the  least  of  that 
would  have  discouraged  all.  I  thought,  if  I 
could  gain  time,  and  keep  up  a  figure  of  a  party, 
without  loss,  it  was  my  best,  till  we  got  assistance, 
which  the  enemy  got  from  England  every  day.  I 
have  told  the  King,  I  had  neither  commission, 
money,  nor  ammunition.  My  brother-in-law, 
Albar,  and  my  wife  found  ways  to  get  credit.  For 
my  own,  nobody  durst  pay  to  a  traitor.  I  was 
extremely  surprised,  when  I  saw  Mr.  Drummond, 
the  advocate,  in  Highland  habit,  come  up  to 
Lochaber  to  me,  and  gave  account,  that  the 
Queen  had  sent  2,000/.  sterling  to  London,  to 
be  paid  to  me  for  the  king’s  service,  and  that 
two  more  was  a  coming.  I  did  not  think 
the  Queen  had  known  any  thing  of  our  affairs.  I 
received  a  very  obliging  letter  from  her,  with  Mr. 
Crain  ;  but  I  know  no  way  to  make  a  return. 
However,  when  the  money  comes,  I  shall  keep 
count  of  it,  and  employ  it  right.  But  I  am  feared, 
it  will  be  hard  to  bring  it  from  Edinburgh.  When 
we  came  first  out,  I  had  but  fifty  pound  of  powder  ; 
more  I  could  not  get  ;  all  the  great  towns  and  sea 
ports  were  in  rebellion,  and  had  seized  the  powder 
and  would  sell  none.  But  I  had  one  advantage, 
the  Highlanders  will  not  fire  above  once,  and  then 
take  to  the  broad-sword.  But  1  wonder  above  all 
things,  that,  in  three  months,  I  never  heard  from 
you,  seeing  by  Mr.  Hay,  I  had  so  earnestly 
recommended  it  to  you,  and  told  of  this  way  by 
Inverlochie,  as  sure,  if  you  would  not  have  sent 
expresses,  we  thought  you  would,  at  least,  have 
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hastened  the  dispatch  of  these  we  sent.  M‘Swyne 
has  now  been  away  near  two  months,  and  we 
know  not,  if  the  coast  be  clear  or  not.  However, 
I  have  adventured  to  advbe  Mr.  Hay  to  return 
streight.  and  not  go  farther  in  the  country.  It 
would  have  been  impossible  for  him  to  get  through 
to  Edinburgh  ;  but  there  was  no  need.  He  came 
not  here  until  the  22nd,  and  they  surrendered  on 
the  13th.  It  was  not  Mr.  Hay's  fault,  he  was  so 
long  a  coming ;  for  there  has  been  two  English 
men  of  war  and  the  Glasgow  frigates  amongst  the 
islands,  till  of  late.  For  the  rest  of  the  letters,  I 
undertook  to  get  them  delivered.  Most  of  the 
persons  to  whom  they  are  directed  are  either  put 
under  bond,  or  in  prison,  or  gone  out  of  the 
kingdom.  The  advocate  is  gone  to  England,  a 
very  honest  man,  firm  beyond  belief ;  and  Athol 
is  gone  too,  who  did  not  know  what  to  do.  Earl 
Hume,  who  is  very  frank,  is  taken  prisoner  to 
Edinburgh  ;  but  will  be  let  out,  on  security. 
Earl  Bredalbin  keeps  close  in  a  strong  house  he 
has,  and  pretends  the  gout.  Earl  Errol  stays  at 
home  ;  so  does  Aberdeen.  Earl  Marshal  is  at 
Edinburgh  ;  but  does  not  meddle.  Earl  Lauder¬ 
dale  is  right,  and  at  home.  The  bishops,  I  know 
not  where  they  are.  They  are  now  the  kirk  invi¬ 
sible.  I  will  be  forced  to  open  the  letter,  and  send 
copies  attested  to  them,  and  keep  the  original,  till 
I  can  find  out  our  primate.  The  poor  ministers 
are  sorely  oppressed  over  all.  They  generally 
stand  right.  Duke  Queensberry  was  present  at 
the  cross,  when  their  new  mock  King  was  pro- 
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claimed  ;  and,  I  hear,  voted  for  him,  though  not 
for  the  throne  vacant  His  brother,  the  lieutenant 
general,  some  say,  is  made  an  earl.  He  has  come 
down  to  Edinburgh,  and  is  gone  up  again.  He  is 
the  old  man,  and  has  abused  me  strangely ;  for  he 
swore  to  me  to  make  amends. 

Tarbat  is  a  great  villain.  Besides  what  he  has 
done  at  Edinburgh,  he  has  endeavoured  to  seduce 
Locheil,  by  offers  of  money,  which  is  under  his 
hand.  He  is  now  gone  up  to  secure  his  faction, 
which  is  melting.  The  two  Dalrymples  and  others 
against  Skelmurly,  Polwart,  Cardross,  Ross,  and 
others,  now  joined  with  that  worthy  prince,  duke 
Hamilton.  M.  Douglass  is  now  a  great  knave,  as 
well  as  beast,  as  is  Glencairne,  Morton  and  Eglin- 
ton  ;  and  even  Cassills  is  gone  astray,  misled  by 
Gibby1.  Panmure  keeps  right,  and  at  home  ;  so 
does  Strathmore,  Southesk  and  Kinnaird.  Old 
Airly  is  at  Edinburgh,  under  caution ;  so  is  Bal- 
carras  and  Dunmore.  Stormont  is  declared  fugi¬ 
tive,  for  not  appearing.  All  these  will  break  out, 
and  many  more,  when  the  King  lands,  or  any 
from  him.  Most  of  the  gentry  on  this  side  the 
Forth,  and  many  on  the  other,  will  do  so  too. 
But  they  suffer  mightily  in  the  mean  time,  and  will 
be  forced  to  submit,  if  there  be  not  relief  sent  very 
soon.  The  duke  of  Gordon,  they  say,  wanted 
nothing  for  holding  out,  but  hopes  of  relief.  Earl 
of  Dumfermling  stays  constantly  with  me,  and  so 
does  lord  Dunkell,  Pitcur,  and  many  other  gentle- 
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men,  who  really  deserve  well,  for  they  suffer  great 
hardships.  When  the  troops  land,  there  must  be 
blank  commissions  sent  for  horse  and  foot  for 
them,  and  others  that  will  join.  There  must  be  a 
commission  of  justiciary,  to  judge  all  but  landed 
men  ;  for  there  would  be  examples  made  of  some 
that  cannot  be  judged  by  a  council  of  war.  They 
take  our  people  and  hang  them  up,  by  their  new 
sheriffs,  when  they  find  them  straggling. 

My  lord,  I  have  given  my  opinion  to  the  King 
concerning  the  landing.  I  would  first  have  a  good 
party  sent  over  to  Inverlochie,  about  5000  or  6000, 
as  you  have  conveniency  of  boats  ;  of  which,  as 
many  horse  as  conveniently  can.  About  600  or 
800  would  do  well  ;  but  rather  more  ;  for  had  I 
had  horse,  for  all  that  yet  appeared,  I  would  not 
have  feared  them.  Inverlochie  is  safe  landing,  far 
from  the  enemy,  and  one  may  chuse,  from  thence, 
to  go  to  Murray  by  Inverness,  or  to  Angus  by 
Athol,  or  to  Perth  by  Glencoe,  and  all  tolerable 
ways.  The  only  ill  is,  the  passage  is  long  by  sea 
and  inconvenient,  because  of  the  island  ;  but,  in 
this  season,  that  is  not  to  be  feared.  So  soon  as 
the  boats  return,  let  them  ferry  over  as  many  more 
foot  as  they  think  fit  to  the  point  of  Kintyre,  which 
will  soon  be  done  ;  and  then  the  King  has  all  the 
boats  for  his  own  landing.  I  should  march  to¬ 
wards  Kintyre,  and  meet  at  the  Neck  of  Tarbitt, 
the  foot,  and  so  march  to  raise  the  country,  and 
then  towards  the  passes  of  Forth  to  meet  the  King, 
where  I  doubt  not  but  we  would  be  numerous.  I 
have  done  all  I  can  to  make  them  believe  the  King 
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will  land  altogether  in  the  West,  on  purpose  to 
draw  their  troops  from  the  North,  that  we  may  the 
easier  raise  the  country,  if  the  landing  be  here.  I 
have  said  so,  and  written  it  to  every  body  ;  and 
particularly,  I  sent  some  proclamations  to  my  lady 
Errol,  and  wrote  to  her  to  that  purpose,  which  was 
intercepted  and  carried  to  Edinburgh,  and  my  lady 
taken  prisoner.  I  believe  it  has  taken  the  effect 
I  designed  ;  for  the  forces  are  marched  out  of 
Kintyre,  and  I  am  just  now  informed,  M.  G. 
M‘Kay  is  gone  from  Inverness  by  Murray  towards 
Edinburgh.  I  know  not  what  troops  he  has  taken 
with  him  as  yet  ;  but  it  is  thought,  he  will  take 
the  horse  and  dragoons,  except  a  few,  and  most  of 
the  standing  forces  ;  which,  if  he  do,  it  will  be  a 
rare  occasion  for  landing  here,  and  for  raising  the 
country.  Then,  when  they  hear  of  that,  they  will 
draw  this  way,  which  will  again  favour  the  King’s 
landing.  Some  think  Ely  a  convenient  place  for 
landing,  because  you  have  choice  of  what  side, 
and  the  enemy  cannot  be  on7  both  :  others  think 
the  nearer  Galloway  the  better,  because  the  rebels 
will  have  far  to  march  before  they  can  trouble  you  : 
others  think  Kirkcudbright,  or  thereabouts,  be¬ 
cause  of  that  sea  for  ships,  and  that  it  is  near 
England.  Nobody  expects  any  landing  here  now, 
because  it  is  thought  you  will  alter  the  design,  it 
having  been  discovered  ;  and  to  friends  and  all, 

I  give  out  I  do  not  expect  any.  So  I  am  extremely 
of  opinion,  this  would  be  an  extreme  proper  place, 
unless  you  be  so  strong  that  you  need  not  care 
where  to  land.  The  truth  is,  I  do  not  admire 
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their  mettle.  The  landing  of  troops  will  confound 
them  terribly.  I  had  almost  forgot  to  tell  you  that 

P - O - ,*  as  they  say,  has  written  to  his 

Scotch  council,  telling  them  he  will  not  have  his 
troops  any  more  harrassed  following  me  through 
the  hills  ;  but  orders  them  to  draw  to  the  west, 
where,  he  says,  a  great  army  is  to  land ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  gives  them  accounts,  that  eight 
sail  of  men  of  war  is  coming  from  Brest,  with 
1500  men  on  board.  He  knows  not  whether 
they  are  designed  for  England  or  Ireland. 
I  beg  you  will  send  an  express,  before  whatever 
you  do,  that  I  may  know  how  to  take  my  measures  ; 
and,  if  the  express  that  comes  knows  nothing,  I 
am  sure  it  shall  not  be  discovered  for  me.  I  have 
told  Mr.  Hay  nothing  of  this  proposal,  nor  no 
man.  If  there  come  any  party  this  way,  I  beg 
you,  send  us  ammunition,  and  three  or  four 
thousand  arms  of  different  sorts,  some  horse,  some 
foot.  I  have  just  now  received  a  confirmation  of 
M ‘Kay’s  going  south,  and  that  he  takes  with 
him  all  the  horse  and  dragoons,  and  all  the  standing 
foot  ;  by  which  I  conclude,  certainly,  they  are 
preparing  against  the  landing  in  the  West.  I 
entreat  to  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  possible  ;  and 
am,  in  the  old  manner,  most  sincerely,  for  all 
Carleton  can  say, 

My  Lord, 

Your  most  humble  and  faithful  servant, 
Dundee.” 


1  Prince  of  Orange. 
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Dundee  having  received  news  from  Ireland 
recalled  Mr.  Hay,  whom  he  had  dispatched  with 
the  preceding  letter,  and  wrote  again  to  lord 
Melfort.  The  copy  among  Mr.  Nairne’s  papers 
wants  a  date,  but  is  marked  on  the  back  “My 
Lord  Dundee’s  letter,  June  28,  1689.” 

The  Viscount  Dundee  to  the  Earl  of  Melfort} 

‘  ‘  My  Lord, 

“  A  FTER  Mr.  Hay  was  dispatched  I  was 
informed,  that  Achtera  and  major  Far- 
char’s  son  were  landed,  so  sent  and  stopt  Mr.  Hay 
and  came  down  here  to  know  what  news  they 
brought.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  by  your 
lordship’s,  that  the  King’s  affairs  prosper  so  well 
and  that  Derry  will  be  soon  ours.  But  I  hear  it 
was  not  on  Monday  last.  I  know  not  what  the 
matter  is ;  but  I  would  think  Mackay’s  going 
south  and  the  troops  drawing  back  from  Kintyre 
towards  Edinburgh  would  import  some  alarm  they 
have  got.  I  have  so  often  written  over  all  that 
Derry  was  ours,  that  now,  say  what  I  like  they 
hardly  believe,  and  when  I  talk  of  relief  out  of 
Ireland,  they  laugh  at  it,  though  I  believe  ere  long 
they  will  find  it  earnest,  and  then  our  enemy’s 
confusion  will  be  great.  As  to  the  places  of 
landing,  I  am  still  of  the  same  mind.  For  the 
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number  I  must  leave  to  the  conveniency  you  have. 
The  only  inconveniency  of  the  ctelay  is,  that  the 
honest  suffer  extremely  in  the  low  countrys  in  the 
time,  and  I  dare  not  go  down  for  want  of  horse, 
and  in  part,  for  fear  of  plundering  all,  and  so 
making  enemys,  having  no  pay.  I  wonder  you 
send  no  ammunition,  were  it  but  4  or  5  bar- 
rells.  For  we  have  not  20  pound.  As  to  your¬ 
self,  I  have  told  you  freely  my  opinion  and  am  still 
of  the  same  mind.  You  desire  I  may  tell  you 
your  faults.  I  use  to  see  none  in  my  friends,  and 
for  to  tell  you  what  others  find  when  I  do  not 
believe  them  were  to  lose  time.  But  I  must  tell 
you  many  of  them  who  complained  of  you,  have 
carried  themselves  so,  that  what  they  say  deserves 
not  much  to  be  noticed.  However,  they  have 
poisoned  the  generality  with  prejudice  against  you, 
and  England  will,  I  am  afraid,  be  uneasier  to  you 
than  Scotland.  It  is  the  unjustest  thing  in  the 
world,  that  not  being  popular  must  be  an  argu¬ 
ment  to  be  laid  aside  by  the  King.  I  do  really 
think  it  were  hard  for  the  King  to  do  it  ;  but 
glorious  for  you,  if  once  you  be  convinced  that  the 
necessity  of  the  King’s  affairs  requires  it,  to  do  it 
of  yourself,  and  beg  it  of  him.  But  this  only,  as  I 
said  in  my  last,  in  case  of  great  difficulties,  and  in 
the  way  I  advised,  which  I  think  the  King  will 
not  refuse  you  ;  I  mean  as  to  filling  up  of  the 
place ;  for  the  King  may’  have  enemys,  some  by 
your  continuing ;  but  he  may  put  in  one  who  may 
ruin  all,  which  I  am  sure,  if  he  gave  it  to  some 
that  pretends,  it  would  I  am  afraid  certainly  fall 
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out.  I  wonder  you  could  have  the  least  thought 
that  I  would  concert  with  any  body  against  you, 
having  parted  so  good  friends.  I  spoke  not  to 
Dunmore  since  he  came  from  London.  I  mind 
not  I  spoke  of  you  to  Bredalbine.  I  remember 
when  I  was  endeavouring  to  make  friends  for  the 
King  in  the  country  and  in  the  convention,  many 
did  tell  me,  that  there  would  be  no  living  if  you 
returned  ;  so  when  no  arguments  for  you  could 
prevail,  I  have,  may  be,  to  smooth  them,  said,  that 
if  all  were  well,  you  would  be  prevailed  with  not 
to  meddle  any  more.  I  would  have  written  letters 
of  encouragement  to  all  the  King  has  written  to 
from  yourself,  and  assured  them  of  your  friendship 
and  satisfied  them  of  your  real  designs  of  living  and 
letting  live  every  one  in  their  own  way  in  matters 
of  religion,  which  would  mightily  allay,  I  think, 
as  to  Scotland,  and  let  them  see  you  do  favours  to 
cavaliers  and  to  Protestants,  for  some  steps,  that 
may  be,  you  was  'forced  to  make  in  favours  of 
these  ungrate  beasts  the  Presbyterians.  You  gave 
unhappy  umbrage  to  both  the  other,  but  they  were 
fools  ;  for  never  will  they  get  one  whose  family, 
education,  and  inclination,  is  so  cavalier.  They 
long  at  the  King’s  restoration  to  have  a  Lauder¬ 
dale  to  destroy  Middleton  and  poor  suffering 
cavaliers.  Let  not  this  be  their  plague.  I  am 
sure  you  shall  be  sure  of  all  my  endeavours  for  to 
bring  the  minds  of  people  to  reason.  If  you  will 
allow,  I  will  say,  that  though  you  come  to  see  the 
King  once  landed,  you  design  not  to  stay,  unless 
you  think  that  you  may  unbolden  your  enemys. 
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I  give  my  humble  service  to  my  lady,  and  am, 
My  Lord, 

Your  most  humble  and  faithful  servant, 


Dundee.” 


The  following  paper  is  marked  on  the  back, 
“Account  of  the  engagements  in  Scotland  since 
May,  1689 >  for  the  Queen.” 

“An  account  of  the  engagements  that  hap¬ 
pened  between  the  King’s  party  and  the 
rebels  in  Scotland  since  May ,  1689.”  1 


December  15  th,  1689. 


HE  first  engagement  was  betwixt  Sir  Alex- 


Jl  ander  M‘Leane,  with  whom  were  the 
lairds  of  Lergie  and  Calcliillie,  in  the  island  of 
Giga,  betwixt  Kintyre  and  Isla,  and  a  squadron  of 
the  English  fleet  commanded  by  captain  Ruke,  in 
May  last,  thus. 

Sir  Alexander  and  the  aforesaid  gentlemen  with 
400  men  were  waiting  a  fair  wind  to  bring  them  to 
the  rendezvous  appointed  by  my  lord  Dundee,  his 
Majesty’s  lieut.  general,  and  had  their  small  boats 
close  to  the  rocks  of  the  island  when  they  were 
assaulted  by  the  English.  The  fight  began  at 
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8  o’clock  in  the  morning.  The  English,  thinking 
to  take  and  sink  the  boats,  manned  six  long  boats, 
and  under  shelter  of  a  yaucht  they  came  in  pell 
mell  amongst  the  boats,  and  took  a  large  boat 
belonging  to  Sir  Alexander,  that  could  not  be 
brought  near  the  shore  ;  but  they  were  so  warmly 
received  by  the  King’s  party,  that  the  rebels  were 
forced  to  retreat  with  loss,  whereupon  the  two  men 
of  war  dropped  anchor  as  close  to  the  boats  as 
they  could  come,  and  fired  incessantly  with  their 
cannon  and  small  shot  from  8  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  until  8  o’clock  at  night.  At  which  time  Sir 
Alexander  divided  his  boats,  and  sent  one  half  of 
them  round  the  island  one  way,  and  with  them  the 
yaucht  and  small  boats  engaged.  They  being  thus 
out  of  the  way,  and  the  two  men  of  war  still  at 
anchor,  all  the  rest  of  the  boats  came  out  upon 
them,  and  in  despite  of  all  the  English  could  do, 
they  brought  all  safe  away.  In  this  skirmish  the 
loyab'sts  lost  one  boat,  and  two  sunk,  and  one  man 
wound*  d,  but  none  killed.  The  rebels  had  a 
lieutenant  ajid  14  men,  killed  and  a  great  many 
wounded. 

The  next  engagement  was  in  that  same  month, 
between  a  party  of  Sir  John  M‘Leane’s  regiment 
of  120  men,  commanded  by  M‘Leane  of  Lochbuy, 
against  200  horse  and  dragoons,  commanded  by 
col.  Livingston,  wherein  the  M‘Leanes  routed 
the  rebels,  killed  captain  Waine,  an  Englishman, 
and  14  of  his  party,  with  the  loss  of  five  men 
only. 

The  battle  of  Rinrory,  in  Athol,  was  the  next 
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considerable  engagement  after  this,  which  was 
thus  : 

The  lord  Murray,  son  to  the  marquis  of  Athol, 
having  with  1500  men  laid  siege  to  the  castle 
Blair,  in  Athol,  then  garrisoned  for  the  King 
(thereof  the  lairds  of 1  and  Ballechan  were 

officers)  and  my  lord  Dundee  being  to  wait  at 
Lochaber  some  days  for  colonel  Cannon  and  the 
Irish  regiment  and  the  other  officers,  who  were 
come  from  Ireland  to  come  up  to  join  him  ;  his 
Excellency  sent  orders  for  Sir  Alexander  M'Leane 
(who  was  then  at  Cromar  in  the  North,  in  an 
expedition  against  the  master  of  Forbes  and  other 
rebels)  to  march  in  all  haste  to  relieve  the  garrison 
of  Blair,  and  there  to  wait  till  his  Excellency’s 
arrival.  This  Sir  Alexander  so  happily  performed, 
that  lord  Murray  was  forced  to  raise  the  siege ; 
and  major  general  M‘Kay  being  on  his  march  to 
second  lord  Murray,  my  lord  Dundee  (upon  in¬ 
formation  thereof)  made  long  marches  to  prevent 
him,  and  arrived  at  Athol  upon  the  16th  of  July, 
and  next  morning  was  informed,  that  M ‘Kay’s 
forlorn  of  400  men  were  within  two  miles  of 
the  castle,  at  the  Pass  of  Kilikrankie.  Where¬ 
upon  his  Excellency  commanded  Sir  Alexander 
M‘Lean,  with  400  men,  to  march  against  this 
party.  But  they  were  not  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off 
when  his  lordship  was  informed,  that  instead  of 
a  party,  M‘Kay  himself  with  all  his  army  was 
at  Rinrory,  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  him. 


1  Left  blank  in  original. 
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Whereupon  his  lordship  commanded  the  army 
to  march  towards  the  rebels,  resolving,  with¬ 
out  delay,  to  fight  them.  M ‘Kay’s  army  was 
drawn  up  in  eight  battalions,  consisting  of  4500 
foot  and  two  troops  of  horse.  My  lord  Dundee’s 
consisted  of  2500  foot  and  one  troop  of  horse.  On 
the  right  wing  Sir  John  M‘Leane  was  placed  with 
his  regiment  in  two  battalions.  On  the  left,  was 
Sir  Donald  M ‘Donald’s  regiment,  commanded  by 
his  son  and  Sir  George  Berkley,  in  one  battalion, 
and  Sir  Alexander  M‘Leane  another  battalion, 
made  the  left  wing.  The  main  battle  consisted  of 
four  battalions,  viz.  Lochiel’s,  Glengary,  Clan- 
ronald,  and  the  Irish  regiment,  and  the  troop  of 
horse  commanded  by  Sir  William  Wallace.  The 
officers  that  came  from  Ireland  divided  themselves 
among  the  battalions.  The  fight  began  about  five 
o’clock  at  night,  Sir  Alexander  M‘Leane  keeping 
the  rebels  in  action  (while  my  lord  was  forming 
the  battle),  by  debating  for  advantageous  posts, 
therein  he  lost  only  five  men,  but  the  rebels  loss 
was  greater.  About  eight  o’clock  the  signal  was 
given  ;  his  lordship,  charged  in  person,  upon  the 
head  of  the  horse.  The  Highlanders  gave  such  a 
furious  charge  as  made  the  rebels  give  ground  in  a 
moment.  For  the  rebels  having  spent  their  fire 
before  the  Highlanders  fired,  (who  kept  their  shot 
till  they  were  within  pike  length  of  the  enemy), 
and  after  fire  the  royalists  falling  in  with  broad 
swords,  made  the  rebels  run.  The  left  wing  of 
M ‘Kay’s  army  was  quite  routed  by  Sir  John 
M‘Leane,  who  followed  the  slaughter  for  a  good 
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way.  The  like  was  done  by  the  main  battle.  But 
all  the  opposition  to  purpose  was  in  the  right  wing 
of  the  rebels.  For  Sir  Alexander  M‘Leane, 
having  routed  M ‘Kay’s  regiment,  his  men  fol¬ 
lowed  the  pursuit  so  briskly,  that  he  was  left  alone 
himself  in  the  place  of  battle  ;  and.  observing 
colonel  Hasting’s  regiment  of  foot  standing  their 
ground  against  Sir  Donald  M  ‘Donald’s  regiment, 
and  at  last  forcing  them  to  retire,  he  rallied  as 
many  as  he  could  get  of  his  men,  and  with  Sir 
Evan  Cameron  made  head  towards  the  rebels 
who  thereupon  fled,  and  the  night  put  a  stop  to 
the  slaughter. 

In  this  battle  there  were  killed  of  the  rebels 
upon  the  place  1 500,  some  say  2000,  and  the  next 
morning  500  prisoners  were  brought  in  by  the 
men  of  Athol.  Those  of  note  killed  were  brigadier 
Balfour,  and  lieutenant  colonel  M‘Kay,  brother  to 
the  major  general,  with  many  more  officers  of  less 
note  ;  of  the  prisoners  were  lieutenant  colonel 
Balfour,  captain  Ferguson,  captain  Donaldson,  and 
13  other  officers,  with  all  their  camp,  tents,  bag¬ 
gage,  artillery,  and  provisions,  which  was  of  great 
value,  and  also  the  prince  of  Orange’s  standard, 
carried  by  M‘ Kay’s  regiment,  taken  by  Sir  Alexan¬ 
der  M‘Leane. 

Of  the  royalists  were  killed  (to  his  Majesty’s 
unspeakable  loss)  the  lieutenant  general  himself, 
while  he  was  riding  to  help  the  confusion  he  ob¬ 
served  in  the  left  wing,  occasioned  by  the  gallant 
resistance  of  colonel  Hasting’s  regiment  against 
Sir  Donald  and  Sir  George  Berkley,)  the  lairds  of 
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1  Largie,  captain  McDonald,  brother  to 
Glengarie,  captain  Ramsay,  captain  M‘Leane, 
nephew  to  Sir  Alexander,  captain  Pollock,  brother 
to  the  laird  of  Pollock,  and  some  other  officers, 
but  very  few  common  soldiers.  Sir  George  Berkley 
and  several  other  gentlemen  were  wounded. 

Two  days  after  this  battle,  colonel  Cannon,  who 
now  commands  the  army,  sent  the  laird  of  Struan 
with  100  foot  and  some  horse,  under  the  conduct 
of  major  William  Graham,  to  St.  Johnstoun,  where 
they  were  surprised  by  some  troops  of  horse  of  Sir 
John  Lanier’s  regiment.  Major  Graham  made  off 
in  time.  But  Struan’s  men  were  some  in  their 
beds,  some  drunk,  and  some  of  them  were  killed, 
and  25  taken  prisoners  ;  the  rest  with  the  laird 
himself  made  their  escape.  This  wTas  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  Cannon’s  conduct. 

The  last  engagement  was  about  20  days  after 
this,  at  Dunkell,  where  there  was  some  800  of  the 
Cameronians,  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Cleaveland  and  others.  Colonel  Cannon  with  the 
Army  arrived  at  Dunkell  the  21st  of  August,  at  7 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  surrounded  the  town, 
commanding  Sir  Alexander  M‘Leane  to  make  the 
first  attack,  and  so  the  Highlanders  fell  on  so 
furiously  that  they  beat  the  rebels  from  the  walls, 
and  helping  one  another  over  the  walls  entered  the 
town.  So  that  at  once  the  town  was  set  on  fire 
both  by  them  and  the  rebels,  whereby  the  town 
for  an  hour  and  a  half  was  very  hot  on  both  sides. 


Left  blank  in  the  original. 
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At  last  all  the  rebels  being  cut  off,  except  those 
who  got  into  the  castle  and  the  great  church,  and 
the  Highlanders  having  spent  their  ammunition, 
retired  out  of  the  town.  In  this  engagement,  on 
the  rebels  side  were  killed  Cleaveland  himself  and 
almost  all  their  officers,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty, 
some  say  two  hundred,  of  their  men.  On  the 
King’s  side  were  killed  two  captains  of  M‘LeaneJs 
regiment,  and  Sir  Alexander  M‘Leane’s  captain 
lieutenant,  and  some  other  officers  of  note,  but  few 
soldiers ;  but  there  were  a  great  many  wounded, 
and  Sir  Alexander  M‘Leane  had  his  leg  broken 
with  a  musket  bullet,  and  was  carried  to  the  castle 
of  Blair.  But  upon  some  distaste  taken  by  the 
clanns  at  Cannon’s  conduct,  the  army  broke  up 
and  went  home  ;  and  now  they  content  themselves 
with  incursions,  wherewith  they  have  done  great 
prejudice  to  the  rebels,  and  lately  went  within 
seven  miles  of  Glasgow,  and  destroyed  Kilmar¬ 
nock,  etc.” 

¥ 


Lord  Dundeds  speech  to  his  troops  before 
the  battle  of  Killikranky . 1 


“  Gentlemen, 

“  X  ZOIJ  are  come  hither  this  day  to  fight,  and 
JL  that  in  the  best  of  causes  :  for  it  is  the 
battle  of  your  King,  your  religion,  and  your  country, 


1  July,  Nairne’s  Papers,  A.  L.  fol.  No.  242. 
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against  the  foulest  usurpation  and  rebellion  ;  and 
having,  therefore,  so  good  a  cause  in  your  hands* 
I  doubt  not  but  it  will  inspire  you  with  an  equal 
courage  to  maintain  it.  For  there  is  no  proportion 
betwixt  loyalty  and  treason  ;  nor  should  be  any 
betwixt  the  valour  of  good  subjects  and  traitors. 
Remember,  that  to-day  begins  the  fate  of  your 
King,  your  religion,  and  your  country.  Behave 
yourselves,  therefore,  like  true  Scotchmen ;  and 
let  us,  by  this  action,  redeem  the  credit  of  this 
nation,  that  is  laid  low  by  the  treacheries  and 
cowardice  of  some  of  our  countrymen  ;  in  which, 
I  ask  nothing  of  you,  that  you  shall  not  see  me  do 
before  you ;  and,  if  any  of  us  shall  fall  upon  this 
occasion,  we  shall  have  the  honour  of  dying  in  our 
duty,  and  as  becomes  true  men  of  valour  and 
conscience ;  and  such  of  us  as  shall  live  and  win 
the  battle,  shall  have  the  reward  of  a  gracious 
King,  and  the  praise  of  all  good  men.  In  God’s 
name,  then,  let  us  go  on,  and  let  this  be  your 
word  ;  King  James  and  the  church  of  Scotland, 
which  God  long  preserve.” 
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Dundee  wrote  the  following  letter,  giving  an 
account  of  the  battle  to  King  James.  He  died 
next  morning  of  the  wound  which  he  had  received 
in  the  action. 

The  Viscount  Dundee  to  King  James ,  after 
the  battle  of  Killikranky. 1 

“  SIR, 

“  TT  has  pleased  God  to  give  your  forces  a  great 

1.  victory  over  the  rebels,  in  which  3-4ths 
of  them  are  fallen  under  the  weight  of  our 
swords.  I  might  say  much  of  the  action,  if  I  had 
not  the  honour  to  command  in  it ;  but  of  5000 
men,  which  was  the  best  computation  I  could 
make  of  the  rebels,  it  is  certain  there  cannot 
have  escaped  above  1200  men.  We  have 
not  lost  full  out  900.  This  absolute  victory 
made  us  masters  of  the  field  and  the  enemy’s 
baggage,  which  I  gave  to  the  soldiers ;  who, 
to  do  them  all  right,  both  officers  and  common 
men,  Highlands,  Lowlands,  and  Irish,  behaved 
themselves  with  equal  gallantry,  to  what  ever  I 
saw  in  the  hottest  battles  fought  abroad  by  dis¬ 
ciplined  armies  ;  and  this  M  ‘Kay’s  old  soldiers 
felt  on  this  occasion.  I  cannot  now,  Sir,  be  more 
particular ;  but  take  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty, 
the  kingdom  is  generally  disposed  for  your  service, 
and  impatiently  wait  for  your  coming,  and  this 
success  will  bring  in  the  rest  of  the  nobility  and 
gentry,  having  had  all  their  assurances  for  it,  except 
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the  notorious  rebels.  Therefore,  Sir,  for  God’s 
sake,  assist  us,  though  it  be  with  such  another 
detachment  of  your  Irish  forces  as  you  sent  us 
before,  especially  of  horse  and  dragoons  ;  and  you 
will  crown  our  beginnings  with  a  compleate  success, 
and  yourself  with  an  entire  possession  of  your 
antient  hereditary  kingdom  of  Scotland.  My 
wounds  forbid  me  to  enlarge  to  your  Majesty  at 
this  time,  though  they  tell  me  they  are  not  mortal. 
However,  Sir,  I  beseech  your  Majesty  to  believe, 
whether  I  live  or  die,  I  am  intirely  your’s, 

Dundee.” 
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